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State Of Wlsconsm . DEPARTMENT or—= REVENUE

' 'Campaiqn and Ei@cﬂons Commrt%ee Hearmq Mav ?8 2006

| : "_-'i’Assemb!y Blli 392 - mcreases Bes;gnatlons fcr Wlsconsm Electlon Campalgn Fund
-{erresertat"'e Bla{: T - S R _

- o Descnpz‘fon of Current Law and Pmposeo’ Change

R Under current Iaw the Wlscons;n electron campalgn fund is fmanced ihrough desrgnatrons
. made by taxpayers on their individual income tax forms. Every mdrvrdual filing an income tax
~ return, irrespective of tax liability, may designate $1 of general purpose revenue for transfer to B
the W;sconsm election campaign fund. ' The check-off is similar to the federal check-off used to ;'.;'- S
R _'__fund pres:dential election campasgns insofar as the desugnatlon does not affect e;thertax irabslrly- S S
i or refunds The federal program provrdes fora $3 des;gnanon L : 0 R

: ""'_SThzs brl mcreases the amount of the zndrvrdual mcoma« tax desrgnatron for the Wlsconsm
g Iectron campa gn fuﬂd from $1 to $5 : TR S I e _

. "'Farmess/T ax Equrty

R -_' '_ The b;li wouid enhance pub%rc fmancmg of campa gns by ;ncreasrng taxpayer desrgnat ons. j' PR
e _-Part;c;patron in the program may increase insofar as taxpayers would be able to designate .
" toeither a generai account for use by ail e!rgtble candlciates foz' staﬁe off ce or o a part[cular T e
'ﬁ_”_'poi;t;caiparty o SRR LA . _ R L
el fBased ona 2003 Federa‘troa of Tax Admmxstrators sur\zey, 20 other states have check-off TR L,
. programs to contrrbuie to poli tlcal campaigns simi arto ih@ feederal check-cﬁ Most of these A
3 i._-:-.dessgnations are irmrted to $1 or $2 per retum L R R

- .’-Adm;msfraffve Impacf/Frsca! E‘ffecf

) -?" Based on donatrons macie on 2{303 returns ;t is assamed that 242 OOO taxpayers des:gnate L
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.- “the $1 transfer annually under current law.  Assumi ing the same number of taxpayers would =~ o

i “'designiate the $5 transfer, Wisconsin election campaign fund designations would increase TR
by approxi ma’gely $1 muihon (242 OOG X $4) GPR funds wouId decrease by a correspcndrng FRE T
: -'-'_amount : : __ _ _ _ SRR

e ?he b;ll requtres mdrvrdua!s to mdicate whetherihe desrgnai;on is fo be p}aced ina genera!
- “account orin the account of an eli igible political party whose name is certifi ed to the S
: -_secretary of revenue either by July 1 or December 15 of even-numbered years. To ensum .' i
o timely di stribution, tax form booklets must be sent to the’ przn%er by November; this would L
I ::.prec%ude mformat}on recewed on December ?5 from benng ncorpora‘ced m the iax bookiets S
S for t!‘at year e R : B -
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